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22 December 2009 
 
Dear friends and family, 
The month of November is normally the busiest time of the year for all of us but it is also the time we 
enjoy the most as we spend happy hours with the children and families during the Christmas parties. 
Then December comes when everything closes for the summer holidays and Christmas celebrations.  
 
I came upon a story and a poem that I want to share with you in the light of what we are doing for the 
families and our heartôs desire to know the presence of God in our lives.  
 
The story written by Markham: 
 
One night Conrad, a cobbler of shoes, dreamed that God would come to his shop on the 
following day.  
 
All morning he waited, but the only visitor was an old man who asked if he might sit down to rest. 
Conrad put the best pair of shoes in the shop on the old manôs feet. 
 
Throughout the afternoon the only person he saw was an old woman struggling under a heavy load. 
Out of compassion he brought her in and gave her some of the food he had prepared for God.  
 
Just as evening was falling, a lost child entered his shop. Conrad left what he was doing and carried the 
child home.  
 
Finally back in his little shop the old cobbler cried in disappointment: 

 
ñWhy is it, God, that Your feet delay? 
Did you forget that this was the day?ò 

Then soft in the silence a voice he heard: 
ñLift up your heart, for I kept My word. 

Three times I came to your friendly door: 
Three times My shadow was on your floor. 

I was the beggar with the bruised feet; 
I was the woman you gave to eat; 

I was the child on the homeless street!ò 
 

I want to thank you all for sharing with us during this year and especially during 
the last two months. May you find joy in reading the stories in this newsletter and 
celebrate with us knowing that, like the story of Conrad, God visited us and 
touched our lives through you and your involvement and what you have done or 
given to make this work possible.  

Changing the destiny of children 
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We received a very special letter from Heleen van der Stouw of the Masakhane group in the Netherlands and 
our hearts were lifted by their love and financial gift towards us: 
 

MASAKHANE DAY  
òIn August and September, I along with many other kids of my 'after school care center' (group 7 +) had an art 
project. The 'teachers' had invented many things that we could make. We could even choose what we liked. So if 
we wanted to play football or play outside rather than making ART it was possible as well. We have made clay 
figures, worked with saw and wood, or we painted. We made nice artwork with wax and also with a kind of metal. 
Some things we made alone. But we have also created beautiful works of art together. The 'teachers' had 
thought that everything would be auctioned for charity. In May I had told my mom went to South Africa for 
Masakhane. The 'teachers' has remembered this and they had chosen Masakhane as charity. On Friday, 
October 9th we had the auction. It was very exciting. Everyone was nervous. Me too, because my mom told a 
little bit about Masakhane and South Africa. My dad was the auctioneer and I was with my best friend to help 
keep everything up. Some artworks were sold for up to ú 50, - or ú 60, -. It was really cool and fun. The 
'teachers' told later that the total revenue was ú 1016.17.ò 
 
Greetings from:  
Isaac van Eijk  
(8 years)  
and mama, 
Heleen van der 
Stouw. 

 

 
CHRISTMAS PARTIES at Mabopane, Mmakaunyane and Garankuwa 

We decided to have three separate parties this year instead of one big one as we have had the past years. We 
realized that we were not able to spend quality time with each child at such big parties. We divided the parties up 
according to the three areas that we are working in.  
 
Tanya felt led to change the focus of the parties this year and not to include presents for the children. Hatfield 
Christian Church said they would again bless the children in our programme with gifts closer to Christmas. This 
was a confirmation and the gifts given at a later stage were so much appreciated and a huge blessing for 
everyone.  
 
Each party was uniquely different with a different program, but the focus remained the same to give 
unconditional love to each and every child attending and to share the spirit of what Christmas is really about. We 
accomplished this by having many people involved to play with the children, spending time and sharing 
personally with individual children, making each child feel special and loved. 
 
The preparations for the parties started months in advance and Tanya said that it was a lot of fun and great 
satisfaction was felt when the plans for the parties started coming together.  
 
On Friday the 6

th
 of November 800 sweetie packs were packed at SA Cares for 

Life head office.  
 
Our special visitors from the 
USA and Netherlands helped 
the staff and before we know 
it all 800 were packed.  
 
50 extra sweetie packs were 
packed for each party to 
cater for other children from 
the community who may just 
pitch up.  
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On the 7

th
 of 

November we held 
the first party for the 
±350 children from 
our Mabopane 
Clusters as well as 
the Mabopane ELC 
and staff children.  
 

 
 
 
On the 14

th
 of November we held 

the second party for the 200+ 
children from Mmakaunyane and 
Winterveldt Cluster Care as well 
as the children from the 
Mmakaunyane ELC and staff 
children.  
 
 
 

 
And on the 21

st
 of November we held 

the last party for the ±150 children from 
the Clusters in Garankuwa and the ELC 
children in Garankuwa and staff 
children.  

 
The Childcare workers were so inspired 
by the new focus that they decided to 
cook a traditional lunch, which consisted 
of pap and stew for everyone.  
 
We then added cool drinks and fruit for 
everyone.  
 

The parties were much fun with many different activities such as storytelling, face painting, jumping castles, 
water jumping castles, singing, dancing, t-shirt painting, soccer and netball games, running of races, Simba the 
Lion, balloon games, colouring in and many many more.  
 
Many new friendships were sealed on the day of the party; these children have so much in common. Words 
cannot describe the feeling of warmth and love that was felt at each and every party, Tanya shared that she can 
still hear the sound of laughter and it is something she will cherish forever. The children that we work with come 
from such underprivileged backgrounds and a party such as this was a life changing experience fort them. Each 
child enjoyed being a child for the day carefree and joyful. 
 
We would like to thank the following people for their help and contributions towards the Christmas Parties: - Els 
Lotterman  & Petra Nelleke from the Netherlands, Spar, Choose Life Church, Hatfield Christian Church, 
Trivector, Highveld PFS, Greater Good, Josefsson family, Thuli, Brook, volunteers from Clapham High 
School, Darryn Botha from Martin Gibbs Photographic, Odi Stadium, volunteers from the community, 
staff of SA Cares for Life, the Childcare workers, staff of Lesedi la Batho and anybody else who 
volunteered these days to make it special for every child.  
 

Thank you so much.  
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Then we want to say a special thanks to the Board of U&SA Cares for Life from 
the USA, who came specifically to South Africa to help with the Christmas parties 
and to visit projects they are supporting in SA Cares for Life, Lesedi la Batho and 
Norsa in the Western Cape. Rose, Elias, Brenda, Chris, Christine, Sharon and 
Brigitte, we love you and appreciate you more than words could ever say.  
 

We have received letters from Rose, Brigitte and Brenda and would like to share their hearts with you as well:  
 
ñOur 2009 trip to South Africa has truly been an incredible and memorable experience.  It was such a blessing to 

have the entire board of U-SA Cares for Life together to share in this journey.  We 
(Rose, Brenda, Sharon, Christine & Brigitte, along with Elias and Chris) arrived in 
JoBurg the evening of the 5

th 
of November.  The next morning we already start 

working to assist in the preparations for the first Christmas party in Mabopane.   
 
How we enjoyed the parties! The children waited patiently to get their faces painted 
and to receive their activity books and crayons, which were the gifts from the 

Mustang Challenge Drivers.  It never ceases to amaze me how well behaved the children are.  The cluster care 
moms served a delicious and nutritious lunch to over 250 children and staff.  Laughter, joy, compassion, and 
love were the spice of the party!  
 
On Thursday, we flew into Cape Town to join NorSA in the Christmas parties for our DeDoorns and Wellington 
children.    The children were treated to more face painting, jumping castles, and water slides.  The joy and 
sweet anticipation on the faces of the children rivaled anything I have ever seen as ñFather Christmasò arrived 
with packages, wrapped and labeled for each child.   
 
One of the most heart touching experiences we had was to see the two ófosterô 
homes built in the middle of the Wellington settlement.  Thanks to the outpouring 
of gifts from our U-SA Cares for Life supporters, we were able to not only build 
but entirely furnish the 2

nd
 home.   The home will be called ñHouse of Peaceò and 

will be a permanent home for six children, plus house-parents.  God is good! 
 
Much more could be written about the different ministries we visited, both in 
Pretoria and in Wellington.  But the highlight experience of this trip is the awareness that God does indeed care 
about the one as much as the multitude.  And He knows every child we held, by name.ò                                              
Rose 
 
ñThe highlight of my trip to South Africa was to have the privilege to help the children of Abba Khaya.  There I 
finally accomplished the deepest desire of my heart, which was simply to be with the babies and the children.   
Every minute was precious from holding the little babies in my arms, from bathing and feeding them, to putting 
them to bed.   With the toddlers, I loved to play on the play ground with them, teaching them some songs and 
different games.  In the kindergarten class, we were able to make little puppets and do various arts and crafts. It 
was interesting to observe the behavior of the children - they were all so easy going, patient, so appreciative any 
kind of little thing and so happy just with a smile and some attention. 

 
Another highlight of my trip was to do the face painting for the Christmas party 
for hundred and hundred of children at Mabopane and DeDoorns.  It was 
wonderful to have so many precious little faces just 3 inches in front of me and 
to see their expressions and reactions when they looked at themselves in the 
mirror, we all laughed pretty hard together!.  I remember one moment when I 
painted the face of a 5 year old little boy whose mother brought him to me 
because he was blind, I painted his little face as good as I could but at the end 
I did not give him the mirror...it was difficult to stop the tears running down my 
eyes, and I prayed to God to perform a miracle with his vision.   

 
Finaly I want you to know what a blessing it was to be able to meet, and share with the women working at Abba 
Khaya.  They all have such big hearts for God and work so hard to change the destiny of the children. They 
inspired me through their actions, perseverance and motivations.  I am so thankful I had the chance to 
meet them personally.ò                                                                                                 Brigitte 
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ñHow can you choose a highlight when everyday provides a new perspective on what it takes to be truly happy?  
Our most recent trip to South Africa was filled with incredible opportunities to view life through someone elseôs 
eyes.  What is never lacking is the contrast between beautiful God-created vistas, and the desolation of miles 
upon miles of corrugated metal shacks without even the most elemental of human services. 

 
One of my great joys this year was being the ambassador for the Mustang 
Challenge & Miata Cup Drivers who so generously gave to the Austin Hatcher 
foundation who produced beautiful activity books for children.  Due to the 
contributions of these wonderful men and women, we were able to take over 500 
of these activity books to the children of South Africa!   
 
The boys of Sandhills were especially taken 
with the books.  This was a huge perspective 

change for me.  These boys are in their mid-late teens.  But it meant 
something to them, that fellow sportsmen from the opposite ends of the 
globe, cared enough to send them a gift. It was a delight to be able to share 
with these young men how the lessons they will learn in soccer can be used 
throughout their lives.  Each one was asked what they want to do with their 
lives.  ñPolicemanélawyerésoldierédoctoréò and the most surprising to 
me: ñMarketing Managerò.  All these hopes and dreams from young men who 
do not have electricity, sanitation, or running water in their shacks!  They are 
true sources of inspiriation!  

And probably the greatest joy and source of hope for 
me was revisiting Zonke, the little girl from the shack 
in Wellington.  Last year, I was there when she was 
taken from the desperate condition she was living in, 
and moved to Abba Khaya, our Place of Safety. 
Zonke is the smallest girl, pictured here in the 
doorway to her shack in November 2009.  This is 
the inside of the place these young ones called 
home. 
 

Zonkeôs new bedroom in her permanent foster home! 
For me, the highlight is knowing, and seeing first hand, what a difference can 
be made in the life of one small child, who now has a loving foster mom, 
clean living conditions, good food she has the blessing of eating around a 
small kitchen table, with the people who are now her family!  She has hope 
and a future!  This is the difference that can be made, by Godôs grace, and 
the generous contributions of caring people around the world.ò 
Brenda 

Sponsorship of Childcare Workers ï Cluster Care  

The Childcare workers of Cluster Care have a special sponsor with the name of Sanet Muller. Sanet donates an 
amount each month towards the Childcare workers. Tanya makes sure that this donation is allocated and saved 
for the end of the year for the specific purpose to bless the Child Care Workers.  
 
Tanya shared her delight in buying each one a special meaningful bracelet, a gift voucher from Jet Stores and a 
dairy for 2010. Sanet no words can express the appreciation we received from these ladies. Many tears were 
shed and they really felt special and blessed. These Child Care Workers give so much of themselves during the 

year for the poorest of the poor families and your sponsorship gave them new 
strength and hope for another year!  
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Gifts from Hatfield Christian Church   
We received 672 beautifully wrapped presents from Hatfield 
Christian Church on the 3

rd
 of December. Each year HCC has 

a Christmas Celebration weekend and members of the 
congregation are given a star with a name of a child to buy a 
present for and bring it back to Church as part of the ñCarols 
by Candlelightò service. These names were of the children 
between the ages of 3 to12 in our Cluster Care Program, the 
pre-school children in our Early Learning Centre, the children 
of staff members and the staff at Lesedi la Batho Community 
Centre. Each present bought was so special as it was chosen 
especially for that child or staff member and we could see the 
care of the people in the way the gifts were wrapped.  

It was such a happy morning packing the bus and taking the 
presents out to Mabopane. The Child Care Workers were so 
exited about having the honour of delivering these presents to 
the needy children that they work with.   

On Friday the 4
th
 of December we held the Lesedi year-end 

function. It was such a beautiful sunny day, the staff from 
Lesedi as well as some of the staff from SA Cares for Life 
head office spent a lovely summer day together, and had a 
braai and a time of relaxation and fellowship. But what made 
the day really special were the special gifts received from 
Hatfield Christian Church for every staff member. Each 
present was so beautifully wrapped and you should have 
heard the joy and excitement and even some tears of 
thankfulness as each staff member opened their special gift.  

 

 
 
 

Gifts for HOUSE ESTHER     
Margie Hill, our Intercessor Co-ordinator and Leader is part of another very special group of ladies who have 
blessed the pregnant women staying in House Esther over many years with different donations.  
 
The ladies' life group under leadership of Bokkie Timmerman from Choose Life Church (Garsfontein group) will 
again make Christmas a special time for the many ñmothers to beò who are staying in House Esther, our ñHome 
away from Homeò during this festive time when everybody else is with family and loved ones.  They prepared 
toiletry bags and will blessed each one with something special for Christmas. 
 

A special word of thanks to Bokkie and her 
wonderful group of ladies for sowing into 
the lives of these mothers and also for 
being the blessing they are for us through 
their partnership in our calling from God to 
impact the lives of mothers who made a 
decision of life for their unborn babies! 
 
Another special word of thanks goes to 

Margie Hill and her special team of ladies who pray regularly for everyone involved in; and the destiny of SA 
Cares in general.  Thank you for holding our arms high and for the sacrifice of time and commitment to prayer, 
hearing from God and sharing with us blessings, encouragements, dreams, words of caution and also wisdom 
during this past year. You are continually strengthening the unseen foundation on which all the projects and new 
developments of SA Cares are being built. I believe the strength, courage, hope, faith and determination in my life 
is just one the results of your faithful partnership to seek Godôs direction and wisdom for the road ahead.   

We wonder if you would ever know how much your gifts meant to us? Every family or individual who 
were part of this blessing, made the story of Conrad on page 1 also real to us, the children and the staff. 
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DARE To CARE ï Project of RADIO PULPIT. 
 

We shared in previous newsletters about this special 
project launched by Radio Pulpit.  
 
Christa Johnson, TV Production and Project Coordinator of Christian Network Media took 
the initiative and through Radio Pulpit challenged all their listeners to sponsor a baby for 
one month at R 1500 per baby, or one week at R350 per baby or to give baby care 
products such as nappies, new born clothes, purity 1, 2, 3 or 4, milk formula, baby wipes 

or basic medicine. The project ran until the end of November 2009 and on the 9
th
 of December Dr Roelf 

Petersen, CEO of Radio Pulpit, visited Abba House with a team from the Radio Pulpit office and we were 
privileged to receive many donations plus a cheque worth of R300 000 as a result of the Dare to Care project. 
SA Cares will be able to use the money in the coming year for expenses towards the baby care at Abba House 
as well as 4 other identified baby homes in 3 other provinces. The challenge to us is to see whether we can 
negotiate better deals with suppliers to get even more products for the money available. Kate from Door of Hope 
shared in our joy when they also received donations and a cheque for R100 000 which will cover the milk 
expenses at Door of Hope for one year!  
 
Thanks again Christa, your efforts and trust in the listeners inspired us as well and the result of your hard work 
means our budget for 2010 on baby products suddenly looks much easier to accomplish.  
 

 

Update on Refentse Early Learning Centre in Kameeldrift  
SA Cares for Life started and established Refentse ELC in Kameeldrift. Lily, a teacher from the surrounding area 
became involved and she proved to have the right heart and commitment to be the champion for this project. 
She resigned from her full time teaching post and took a leap of faith as she became completely involved and 
responsible for Refentse ELC. At the beginning of January 2007 SA Cares for Life handed Refentse ELC over to 
the community of Kameeldrift Informal Settlement and to the leadership of Lily.  
 

Currently there are a total of 72 children with 4 classrooms, a kitchen, office and 
library. The ages of the children varies from a few months to 6 years old. Three 
teachers take care of the older children groups and 1 caregiver takes care of the 
babies and toddlers. Although we withdrew, many sponsors are still involved and 
continue to support Lily to run the centre successfully. Two of these sponsors are 
Morula, one of the menôs hostels of the University of Pretoria, and Glen 
Methodist Church, which provides them with ñFill a Bagò food parcels each 
month. Tanya, Prudence and Bernice went to visit Refentse at the beginning of 
December and they were surprised and couldnôt stop talking about how happy 
and how well educated the children were. They felt proud of Lily and the 
community as they took responsibility and shown the initiative to expand centre 
in the way that they had. The structure is beautifully kept, the children happy and 
the results of their commitment is clearly seen in the disciplined behaviour of the 
children. 17 children graduated and will be going to formal school next year. It is 
such a happy ELC and we commend Lily and her team for the wonderful job that 
they are doing.  



8 
 

Graduation Ceremony ï Lesedi and Retshegofaditswe Early Learning Centre 

On the 28
th
 of November 2009, we had 2 graduation ceremonies. At Lesedi La batho Centre all the pre-school 

children from Lesedi ELC and Khodisong ELC gathered to celebrate and say goodbye to those who will go to 
formal school next year. It was a special event at Retshegofaditswe ELC in Mmakaunyane as the first 5 children 
graduating from Retshegofaditswe to go to formal school in 2010. All the parents came to witness the children 
sharing in dance, song and special stories about what they have learned during their first year at this informal 
Early Learning Centres.  

 
My sister Christine, her son Ashton and their 
three friends, Sue, Jody and Lisa from America 
joined us for the day and they participated in all 

the 
activities.  
 

The parents showed their happiness 
and pride when the children performed 
without being shy in public.  
 
We were proud seeing the children so 
confident and happy.  
 
The children performed different programs from Alphabets, Counting, Shapes, drama, traditional dance 
(Sibelane), dancing, contesting and singing, but the more significant issues of life were dramatised in a drama 
performance to teach other children not to trust the strangers but to run home if someone is asking them to climb 
into their car. Needless to say it was a full day, which brought us much pride and joy to see the confidence and 
discipline of these more than 180 pre-school children from the three Early Learning centres. We also gave 
different awards and congratulated specific children for their best performance.  

 
The 5 Retshegofaditswe Graduates where honoured by the presence of 

Prof Dan Kgwadi, Rector from the University of North West. He motivated young mothers, the youth and the 
parents to study as well so that their children can also be proud of them.  
 

Update on our Foster Homes: 
Henry Pool from Heart for Children in South Africa brought special friends, the Vos family from The Netherlands 
as well as Chris and Ingrid Robbertze to visit Mmakaunyane and see the building stages of our first foster 
homes. We were able to share our hearts and our dreams for more homes in the future and we believe God has 
joined our hearts in friendship. Chris and Ingrid have been partners of SA Cares for a very long time and we 
want to honour them for supporting us in so many different ways. The first two homes are nearly finished and we 
look forward to starting the screening process of our fist two foster home parents in the New Year. We still need 
furniture and especially kitchen cupboards for the two homes but we believe that God will visit us again and 
again through people who will help us to complete these homes to be ready for the children in the first months of 
2010.   
 
 
 
 
 




