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30 June 2008 
Dear friends and family,  
 
We are in the middle of the year and we escaped two weeks of cold whether while visiting Finland. At 
home the focus was to prepare our families for the cold winter months. I will also share some 
interesting new ventures and upcoming celebrations with you and I 
trust that you will be blessed as you read and look at the pictures.  
 
CONFERENCE IN FINLAND 
Marita and Riekie were invited by Interpedia to attend a conference 
on “A better future for children – Today” Listening to service 
providers form all over the globe made us more aware of the 
worldwide focus to change the destiny of Children. To have a better 
tomorrow, we need to do something today.  

 
One of the highlights of this trip 
was the partnership discussions with Intrepedia about our dreams 
for expanding the projects of SA Cares for Life in the future. The 
possibility to duplicating the Cluster Care Model in other African 
countries are now one step closer to and we are so ready and 
motivated to start with the exploration of this in Mozambique.  
 
We also trust that many Finnish families will join our Child 
Sponsorship Project to help us change the destiny of children 

registered in the cluster care programme. Great was our JOY to sign contracts for sponsorship 
support from Intrepedia. 
 
During the last days in Finland we spent time 
with Finnish families who have adopted 
children from South Africa through Abba 
Adoptions. At the home of Wile and Johanna, 
they treated us with traditional Finnish food 
and we enjoyed interacting with the children 
and their parents so much. It became a day 
to remember as we saw these happy, secure 
little South African faces, all speaking fluently 
in Finnish! 
 
What a privilege to experience the land of the midnight sun! We could still read a book at 11 o clock at 
night and had meetings until after midnight as the day just never seems to end. It was strange waking 
up at three o clock in the morning and the sun is shining brightly outside.  
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AFRICA DAY IN THE NETHERLANDS 
Sylvi and Marietjie were invited to attend the Africa Day in the Netherlands. “StopAids Now” arranged 
a workshop were they discussed various aspects of residential care vs community based models in 
caring for orphaned and vulnerable children. Marietjie represented us on the panel and she did an 
outstanding job in presenting our model and talking about the positive aspects of community based 
care.   
 
They really enjoyed the whole experienced and felt blessed that a European country would hosts a 
whole day dedicated to project development in Africa.   
 
After this visit they were also invited to visit Sweden and Germany to discuss future sponsorship 
opportunities. Looking back we can again share of the tremendous blessing we receive in establishing 
friendships with organizations that trust us and enable us to really make a difference in the lives of 
Africa’s children, Now.  
 
From Sylvi & Marietjie :”We want to say a huge thank you to all our partners for all your kindness and 
hospitality while we were visiting your special countries. We felt spoiled” 
 
 
CELEBRATIONS! 
Justus and I celebrated our 30th Wedding Anniversary on the 17th of June. 
Of all the 30 years together in marriage the most blessed time apart for the 
births of our children during the first 15 years of marriage, was the past 15 
years while we worked side by side to found, grow and establish Abba 
Adoptions and SA Cares for Life as two successful and loved organizations.    
 

We will celebrate ABBA Adoptions and SA Cares for Life’s 15th year 
of ministry on the 4th of September with a special programme and 
dinner. If you want to join us for the 15 Year Celebration Dinner 
please respond to the attached invitation as soon as possible. We 
do have limited seating, as we desire to invite all our staff and 
volunteers to also join in the festivities of the evening. We hope to 
sponsor the costs for the staff and volunteers from Abba and SA 
Cares and if you feel led to help us with this, please contact me at 
justrie@mweb.co.za or Chrisna at chrisna@sacares.co.za or phone 

the SA cares office at 012-343 4050. 
 
A few days prior to the celebration dinner, we are hosting a Cluster Care workshop from the 31st of 
August to the 3rd of September and if you are in any way involved with caring for children in the 
community please consider attending this workshop. For the full programme and costs please contact 
Tanya at info@sacares.co.za or phone the office at 012-343 4050 for more details.  
 
ARGUS 
I just recently received this picture of Verma and Niekie Bester 
riding the Argus on their tandem bicycle in SA Cares shirts. Verma 
and Niekie made us proud as they were marketing the Skills 
Development Project.  We hope to develop this into a fundraising 
project next year. 
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SPAR LADIES CHALLENGE 
Part of our 15-year celebration week is our own 
challenge to women to join the SA Cares team to 
walk (or run) the 5km of the SPAR Ladies 
Challenge on Saturday the 30th of August. 
Babies from Abba House and Libra Nursery will 
be pushed in baby prams and afterwards we will 
have a boerewors braai for everyone. Please 
consider joining us and get people to sponsor 
you for every km completed. We will give you a SA Cares T-shirt so that together we can make a 
statement in caring for children. More information and registration forms can be obtained from Rene at 
rene@neoborth.co.za or phone Rene at 012-3436401. 
 
TOUCH and TRADE – Skills Shop 
Skills development has been part of the birthmother programme since 1995, but it has developed in 
the last three years at such a rate under the supervision and motivation of Leonie, our Social Work 
Manager for birthmother care and Maryke, our skills co-ordinator, that we are now ready to establish a 
dream of having our own little shop to market and sell the goods the women are making in the skills 

programme.  
Maryke worked from her small office at 
SA Cares head-office and we are 
getting ready to move to our new 
premises on the corner of Pretorius 
and Hilda Streets.  
 

The skills entrepreneur team: 
Chrisna, Riekie, Maryke and Salome 

 
We are planning two opening days on 

the 31st of July and the 2nd of August. Come and join us for light refreshments to celebrate this joyful 
event. Interested? Please contact Chrisna at chrisna@sacares.co.za 

 
Part of our skills development dream is to start 
a “Bakery Training Centre” at Lesedi la Batho 
Community Centre.  
 
Exciting news is that we visited Siyabonga 
Africa, with Adv Krause Venter from The Kairos 
Foundation, to look at their Mini Bakery Project. 

We are very excited as we have a tentative date of the 3rd of August to start with our first ten women 
from the community to be trained in the art of Bread Baking and Basic Business Management. Our 
ongoing training will also include an in-depth life skills focus to strengthen these women emotionally 
and spiritually. Right now we need to renovate the hall to install the Gas Operated Bread Ovens and 
have everything ready before the 3rd. Our preparation costs just to get everything ready will be about 
R54 000. The week of training including one oven, a table, one mixer and all the ingredients for the 
training will be another R50 000.  
 
These six ladies joined the 8 ladies from House Esther and House 
Elizabeth to learn specific skills from Maryke and their enthusiasm was so 
touching. They are just some of the women whose lives could be forever 
changed by our new bakery training.  In our next newsletter, I believe we 
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will be able to share with you another miracle of God’s faithfulness to make all of this a reality. We 
want to say thank you to U-SA Cares for Life for assisting us in buying the first ovens for the skills 
development. Your hearts bless us, as you are always first in line to assist us with a new project.  
 
MABOPANE 
A letter came from Marlize sharing the joy of the children as they unpacked the amazing donation of 
stationeries at the early learning centre in Mabopane. 

 
Thanks to Libra Cares for Life for the stationeries and the long needed vacuum 
cleaner that also found its way to our centre.   
  
 
Renovation of lesedi la batho community centre by South African 
Breweries - By Pule Pule – Cluster Care  
  
  
SAB Rosslyn Branch offered to renovate the Lesedi La Batho 
Community Care Centre in Mabopane and this was done from the 
25th February – 10th March 2008. There were 135 staff members that 
volunteered (Males and Females). They were divided into groups and 
there was 15 –20 Volunteers per day. The Volunteers did great work 
by painting the Cluster Care Centre, HIV & Aids Education Centre, 
Counselling Centre, Store Room and the Early Learning Centre, 
renovating Lesedi’s kitchen, replacing the carpets, repairing the 
ceiling in all the rooms and painted the outside burglar bars at the 
play area as well as painting the equipment in the playground of the Early Learning Centre 
  
They also planted a small vegetable garden. The staff members were rather   fascinated by children at 
both Libra Nursery and Day Care and donated toys for the babies as well as ironing board. 
  

They are still going to do electrical repairs as well as donate 
mattresses to the Early Learning Centre, as well as other things. 
 
The Lesedi Management was delighted about the SAB contribution 
towards the development of children and their efforts to change the 
destiny of children. A clean and colourful environment enhances 
positive self-esteem on the children. 
�
We appreciate SAB’s efforts towards changing the destiny of children 
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Donation of blankets – from Tanya Knollys – Cluster Care  
 
We have extended Cluster Care in Winterveldt (Mmakaunyane), which is near Mabopane. The 
families in this area are experiencing extreme poverty, and all of the families are in dire need of help 
and assistance in many ways. I sent Gift of the Givers / Radio Jacaranda a proposal to receive 
blankets from their Winter Warmer campaign and at the end of June 2008 we received a greatly 
appreciated donation of 200 blankets from them for the Winterveldt Cluster. I would like to thank 
Allauddin Sayed from Gift of the Givers for the wonderful work that they are doing and for the amazing 
difference that they are making in so many peoples lives. Your donation is going to warm the hearts of 
the families in Winterveldt (Mmakaunyane). Thank you and may you be blessed abundantly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If your staff comes to work like this in their gowns and slippers, we realize 
it is really cold in South Africa and unlike Europe, none of our buildings 
have central heating and the poor staff at Neo Birth don’t even have 
heaters!! 
 
Luckily our winters are short and the spirits and hearts of our staff are 
warm.   
 

 
In last month’s newsletter I shared with you about Tannie Heila’s own Training Academy and our best 
wishes for her. I received the following letter from Heila and would love sharing it with you… 
 
 

Thank You and Good bye. 
 
At the end of an era in my life, I want to look back at the faithfulness of our God, as well as looking ahead to new 
ventures with Him. 
 
I started my journey with S.A. Cares for Life on March 18th 1996 after I had a very distinct call: ”I sent you to 
harvest a field you never worked. Without lifting a finger, you have walked in a field worked long and hard by 
others” (John 4: 38 Message Bible) At first I could not understand this, because I have been in the full time 
ministry together with my husband for over 20 years and did everything you will find in the church ministry. 
 
Little did I know I knew nothing about abortion and its affects on people’s lives.  After I attended a tea that Riekie 
arranged to let people know about Neo Birth, the Holy Spirit gently told me where the field is that He wanted me 
to work in. Only then I realised that hundreds of others are already labouring in this field. 
 
I put my heart and soul into the ministry of Neo Birth and S.A. Cares because I knew this is where He wanted me 
to make a difference between light and darkness. I am thankful and very amazed to have experienced how God 
changed lives around and those ladies in pain, could experience the promises that ‘He will not break the bruised 
reed, nor put out the smoking flax.’ 
 

Left Prudence Madisha – 
Winterveldt coordinator – 

Right Prudence and 
Allauddin Sayed from 

Gift of the Givers 
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I am thankful and privileged to have had the opportunity to work side by side with many astonishing volunteers 
and staff at S.A. Cares. I am thankful for the support and love I have received during these 12 years. It has 
shaped my life and prepared me for another calling for the future. Thank you to Riekie for granting me this 
opportunity to be a part of such a special ministry! I am thankful to still be a part of the bigger family of S.A. 
Cares. 
 
I sometimes asked the Lord why He chooses to still use me in many challenging efforts, but I read the other day 
that Caleb asked the Lord at age 85 to give him the mountains to conquer and after that he still took over 2 
fortified cities……Well, if Caleb could do it at 85, then my ‘retirement’ is only a ‘refirement” ……. I’m looking 
forward to all the new ventures and already God has opened doors for me that amazes me. 
 
Thank you for all the e-mails I received to bless me and wish me the best for the future. Please keep on praying 
for me and for open doors, favour and good health. Keep up with the good work you all are involved in and I 
want to pass the ‘baton’ over to you as well – run the race with patience – surely God is the Rewarder and the 
Giver of joy. 
 
Many blessings 
 
Tannie Heila 
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Until next month, 
Be blessed, 
Riekie. 
 
 
 


