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                                                                                                    30 September 2008 
Dear friends and family,  
 
On the 4th of September we celebrated 15 years of serving 
together and experiencing God’s grace, faithfulness and 
presence in this ministry. We planned several programmes 
during the celebration week for it to be an opportunity of honour 
to all who have sowed into and helped us to establish this work. 
During our dinner celebration evening many only mentioned my 
husband and my name and I would like to use this opportunity to 
lay all the honour and the acknowledgements firstly at the feet of 
Jesus and then at the feet of the many workers, volunteers, staff and partners of SA Cares, 
Abba Adoptions, Lesedi and Norsa.  
 
As I was thinking about the evening, a scripture came to mind that Justus and I made our own 
15 years ago and we want to share it again from our hearts: 

 
Psalm 115:1   

Not to us, O Lord, not to us but to Your Name give glory,  
for Your mercy and loving-kindness and  

for the sake of Your truth and faithfulness! 
�
When I thought again of the vision from God of a well-cared-for garden and the beautiful 
flowers spreading its fragrance and filling God’s heart with Joy and making Him smile over all 
of us with favor, I remembered another scripture on which this ministry was founded and I 
was amazed again of God’s faithfulness to confirm it to my heart. 
�

Isaiah  27:2  
Sing about a beloved and lovely vineyard; (garden) 

:3 I, the Lord, am its Keeper; I water it every moment; 
lest anyone harm it, I guard and keep it night and day. 

�
Celebrating 15 years was all about these two scriptures. We acknowledge that God calls, 
appoints and uses people but it is to Him that the glory belongs for the things He has done for 
us, through us and in spite of us. The symbols of fruit and flowers that these ministries have 
brought forth are only possible because of many faithful and committed people who have 
made the vision their own.  

 
We all worked together to make the difference for the  
Glory of God who has called, equipped and used us. 
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We decided together that the 2007 annual report will not only focus on that particular year but will 
include some history information of our development since 1993. All the managers of sections took 
time to write and we stretched our minds to remember all those who have walked with us since 1993. 
This is just in part and we are dreaming of producing a book in the future to reveal the reality and true-
life stories of the many people God used to form, develop and bring us to 15 years and beyond.  
 
Through this newsletter we hope you will share with us the remembrance of the activities during our 
15 year celebration week: May you experience God’s smile in your own heart as you read about the 
preparation, the actual event and the people who made it all happen. 
  
We started our preparation in May by forming a “Celebration team” with representatives from the 
different sections of SA Cares for Life and ABBA Adoptions. This was a women only team, so you can 
imagine how creative, detailed and lengthy our bi-weekly meetings were.  The main objectives of the 
evening was clarified to celebrate God’s faithfulness and to pay tribute to all volunteers, staff and 
partners over the last 15 years, focussing on those who are currently serving in the different sections. 
We envisioned a beautiful evening whereby all the staff members, family, friends and dedicated 
supporters could be spoiled and treated to a truly unforgettable evening. We were so excited and 
expectant and our budget was the only concern we earnestly had to pray for.  
 
The first step was choosing a celebration logo.  Santa Mentz,  
a graphic designer, volunteered and designed a special 15 year 
logo that all of us immediately liked.  Kobus from Sign-a-rama 
was extremely generous in transforming Santa’s art into banners 
and signboards. The team at Wet Ink gave us great deals and 
excellent service on our printing needs.  
 
Finding the right gifts for our guests was not that easy.  After  
many discussions we decided on little clay African pots.  All 350 
pots were hand painted by SA Cares staff members and many 
volunteers from ABBA nursery and Neo Birth.  Each and every 
one of these little pots looked different and were filled with raffia, angel hair and an acorn. The Neo 
Birth team found these acorns in their garden and they glued each one together.  The acorns served 
as a perfect metaphor of the growth of our organization. We were so proud of our little pot gifts that we 
forgot to tell our guests they could take them home. So if you are one of those who would like a pot as 
remembrance you are welcome to pick it up at our Touch and Trade shop.   
 
Placemats with our 15-year logo were made as another gift for guests and at the back of it we 
acknowledged staff member’s years of employment. The ABBA Nursery volunteers were champions in 
laminating all 350 placemats.  
 
For the table decorations, fifty bigger pots were especially hand made for us by another volunteer, Ursula 
Jamke. This was no easy task and some pots were still warm as they were being delivered a few days 
before the 4th. 
 
We received permission from Ray Boltz music in America to change some words of his song, “Thank 
you for giving to the Lord”, and the children from the Early Learning Centre in Mabopane practised 
very hard under the direction of Rosina, to be the highlight of the evening. Unfortunately the music cd 
didn’t work that evening and the children were a little lost, as they had never practised how to sing 
without the vibrant music.   
 
Thank you to Lizani Smith who volunteered to do the Power Point presentation that celebrated the 
staff’s journey within the organisation.  Lizani spend many hours listening at our meetings, interviewing 
personnel for video clips and then completed a special presentation of the history and development of 
SA Cares for Life and Abba Adoptions.  
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To honour the staff, we planned a concert, which would involve as many staff members and 
volunteers as possible. Suzaan Swart and Lizani Smith took the responsibility to write a script and 
directed this item with dancers and singing staff on the stage. To 
Lizani, Suzaan and all the dancers, a special thank you.  
 
Arranging the flowers that would serve as the centrepieces for the 
tables was quite a challenge with our limited budget for flowers. Marita 
and the Neo Birth team worked non-stop from early morning of the 4th 
and they took great care in creating a beautiful sight as we walked in.  
 
Photo boards for all the different SA Cares for Life sections were hand 
decorated by Sylvi.  The different sections then decorated the board in a “scrap book” fashion to 
portray the fun and friendship within the section.  These boards were proudly placed for everyone to 
enjoy at the evening of the Celebration and are now back at each section to remind us all to enjoy life 
in the workplace!   
 
The celebration week kicked off in the Western Cape on the 27th of August with specific meetings and 
events at the Abba Adoption office and Norsa Community Care.  
 
Special guests from Norway, Finland and Germany came together for discussions at the Abba 
Adoption office in the Cape and visited the different baby homes. They also attend several events 
arranged by Norsa in Carterville and De Doorns. Norsa celebrated their 2nd birthday and the many 
guests were treated by different celebratory events such as the opening of the new Early Learning 
Centre in Carterville. This building was build with funds from ABSA bank and the local Rotary Club.  

 
The development in De Doorns was 
also celebrated and a tree was also 
planted there signifying the growth of 
the future.  
 
 
 

 
 
On Friday afternoon another special opening 
celebration was held in the new mother’s 
home in Wellington. The first destitute 
pregnant women booked in the following day. 
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On Saturday, the 30th of August many of us flew back from the Cape to be in time for our annual fun 
event, The Spar Ladies Challenge. Being in the middle of our celebration week with all the things to 
do, it was just the right medicine to relax and to have fun together.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday evening, the 31st we opened our 
Children of Destiny Workshop at 
Roodevallei Country Lodge on working with 
OVC’s in rural communities. At our opening 
dinner we welcomed 50 delegates, who 
represented 24 organizations and 7 
countries.   
 
The workshop of two days focused on 
sharing our best practice model: “Cluster 
Care” with the delegates as well as having 

specialists in the field sharing their experiences. It was an 
extremely interactive workshop and it was greatly beneficial to 
everybody that attended because of the fact that much networking, 
sharing and fellowship took place. There were so many ideas and 
thoughts that were swapped and shared and we all walked away 
inspired and motivated. 
 
Huge appreciation and thanks to Tanya and Sylvi who worked very hard to produce the cluster care 
manual. Special thanks go to our sponsors, Adoptioncentrum in Sweden and Interpedia in Finland.  
 
From the 1st to the morning of the 4th various visits were arranged to all the sections of SA Cares, 
Lesedi La Batho centre and Abba Adoption office.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

One of the highlights was the 
lunches at our new Touch & 
Trade shop where articles 
made by the birthmothers were 
on display and for sale.  Thanks 
Chrisna for your special recipe 
of quiches that we all enjoyed. 
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Then we were ready for the great evening of celebration! 
 
Who else other than our special friend and long time supporter, Michael Mol, 
could have led this evening? Our “Master of Ceremony” is truly a “master” in 
excellence and significance. Michael you made us proud.  
 
I received a letter from Chris and Ingrid Robbertze who captured all our 
hearts as she wrote:   
“I just want to thank you for the brilliant way in which you led the proceedings 
for the SA Cares for Life birthday ceremony. Right from the start my husband 
and I were impressed with the ease with which you introduced the evening. 
Your jokes were natural, not forced and it immediately created a relaxed 
atmosphere. We were also impressed by the way in which you had prepared yourself - it was as 
though you were integrally involved with SA Cares for Life and that you know everybody on a personal 
level. I also want to honour you for constantly focusing the attention on our Heavenly Father for 
without Him it all could have been just another "slap me on the shoulder" occasion. Your vibrant 
enthusiasm was contagious and even my husband, who does not enjoy large gatherings and usually 
leaves early, thoroughly enjoyed himself and we stayed right to the end. 
  
I know it's not always easy to be away from home, especially with little children (congratulations on the 
new arrival and thank you to your wife for the sacrifices she makes). Traveling also can be very tiring, 
but you looked as if you had had all day to prepare yourself for the evening and you gave 100% to 
create a most enjoyable evening. We want to thank you for giving of your time to SA Cares for Life 
and pray that God will use you wherever you go. 
  
God bless you and your family.” 

 
The rest of the evening was packed with different items, specific words 
of appreciation, precious gifts from partner countries and also lots of 
fun and laughter. Thank you so much to all of our partners. 
 
Birgitta was brave enough to trust Johan and tasted a seed of the 
acorns and her facial expression caused hilarious laughter for many.   
 

One of the special events of the evening was the spontaneous 
song from the Abba Adoption team together with all the inter-
country adoption partners. They sang, “I have a dream” from 
ABBA and our partnership and friendship were again 
strengthened by the united vision that song brought to our 
hearts.  
 
We do share the same dream for the future with all of our 
partners and we can sing together about our past work record of 
special relationships formed and lives changed.    
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Jean Symons brought a short and significant word of Joy and he led us with the Doxa Deo band into a 
time of worship, which 
was rated the best and 
most important part of the 
evening. So many people 
said the worship time was 
the biggest blessing to 
them personally and they 
wished it could have gone 
on and on. Thank you 
Jean for your example of 
faith and for your support.   

 
While we were celebrating in South Africa, the Lotterman family in the 
Netherlands joined us in spirit with flags hanging in their garden spelling 
SACFL 15 Years. I was so blessed by reading their e-mail and even more 
blessed to learn that they have started a flower garden on their property 
and that the profit of selling these flowers will be for the benefit of projects 
of SA Cares. It was another confirmation of God’s word about us being a 
garden and the similar symbol of flowers bringing joy to others.   
 
Thanking the Lotterman family is just the first names on a very long list to 
thank everybody that was and is partnering with us. A special 
acknowledgement goes to Santa Mentz, who worked day and night to 
transform our 2007-year report in time for Seriti Printers who did a great job 
in a short time. Special thanks also goes to Miriam for those many extra 
hours correcting our spelling and grammar for an excellent year report.   
 
I would never be able to mention everybody in one newsletter and we trust that you will know through 
God’s presence in your heart and His blessings in your life that you are valued by us and our prayer is 
that you will also see God’s smile of Joy over you.   
 
The last inter-country partners, Sweden, left a week after the celebration and we really wound down 
one evening to first go to the movies together to see the musical “Mama Mia” of Abba’s music. The 
opening song was “I have a dream” and while a few tears were shed, we sang with and knew that the 
second half is about to start. Then we all had pizza’s at the University’s rugby fields while watching my 
son, Johan play a match. Charlotta joined in the fun of standing on the field while they played and 
celebrated just as hard when our team won!! What an evening of memories and fun!  

 
During the celebration week we all said we were glad that an event like this only happens once every 
5 years and that we are too tired to even think of another 15 years ahead!! Now, a few weeks later, I 
think we are ready to ask you to join us to get up, to prepare yourselves for the second half and to 
dream, sing and work with us once again towards the difference we can make together.  May God 
once again give us the strength, courage, vision and above all His blessing on our relationships and 
friendships as we work together in the next 15 years. 
Riekie 


