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                                                                                                   8 December 2008 

Dear friends and family,  
 
It is summertime in South Africa and 
everyone is preparing for holidays in the 
sun, spending time with family and 
celebrating Jesus as our greatest gift. 
 
In the spirit of Christmas we want to 
share with you the JOY of receiving 
and of giving. 
 
I want to share with you the Joy we 
have experienced giving out what you 
have enabled and blessed us with. Read the following stories with me of great people with 
giving hearts and share with me the photos of the people and especially the children who 
have been blessed.  
 
1. INTERNATIONAL TOILET DAY! 
Have you ever heard of this before?  
On the 19th of November 2001, seventeen toilet associations around the world 
came together and declared the day as: “World Toilet Day”. An annual World Toilet 
Summit and many other regional conferences have been established since. 
 
World Toilet Day has become a global platform for academics, sanitation experts, 
toilet designers and environmentalists to share the latest on rural and urban toilets. 
The World Toilet Organization asks each individual, in their respective country, to 
request better equality (more facilities for women); more accessibility & special 
provisions (for the disabled & mothers with babies); clean toilets (for everyone); and more toilets (for 
the less fortunate).  
 
We have learned that poor and inadequate sanitation causes more deaths per year than AIDS. We do 
experience the reality of poor and inadequate sanitation by most of our families registered in our care.  
 
THE NOA GROUP 
NOA Group specializes in offering solutions and assistance to food and sanitation challenges 
worldwide.  The NOA System provides a total solution in a single unit to easily cater for a family of ten.  
These hygienic and odorless toilets are specially designed for informal homes without the necessary 
plumbing facilities.  Attached to the toilet is a rainwater tank that ensures just the right amount of 
pressure to water and fertilize a food garden.  
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NEW TOILET FOR MAMMA JOYCE  
Johan Burger and Jacques Loots from the NOA Group visited registered families of SA Cares for Life 
and generously donated two toilets in celebration of ‘World Toilet Day’.  
 
Mama Joyce Morne was the lucky recipient of a brand new, state of the art VIP toilet (Ventilation 
Improved Pit). This inspiring grandmother had to burry 3 children and 2 grandchildren in one year due 
to AIDS. She told us about the many nights she had to go to bed hungry in her 78 years before she 
entered our program.   Currently she and 9 of the remaining family members live together in their tiny 
home in Mabopane.     
 

Jacques and Johan were part of the team 
installing the toilet and the future vegetable 
garden on the premises of mamma Joyce.   
 
After the final installation of the toilet, she 
was so overwhelmed by gratefulness that 
tears of joy streamed down her cheeks. 
This was the first working toilet ever to be 
owned by her.  She could not stop praising 
God for His faithfulness and said: “ God 
knows exactly what I need and what I don’t 
need.  Thank you dear God that you take 
such good care of your children.  We are not 
deserving of your incredible love and 
mercy” .  

 
A second toilet was installed at the Lesedi La Batho Centre and we hope to encourage other 
supporters when they see how functional this system works to enable us to buy more VIP toilets for 
other registered families in our care. One such system cost R7000 and our dream is to install an 
adequate toilet system at all the homes without proper sanitation before next year’s World Toilet Day. 
If you want more information or want to support this initiative please write to Jacques and Johan at: 
jacques@granted.co.za or johan@granted.co.za   

 
 
2.  GIFTS DONATION FROM SAHETI SCHOOL IN 
SENDERWOOD JOHANNESBURG 
Illona Turner, a teacher at Saheti School encouraged and 
motivated her learners to bring wrapped Christmas gifts to 
school for underprivileged children. I had the privilege to meet 
with these children and to share with them about the Eersterus 
and Kameeldrift Christmas Parties where these gifts will be 
given to children from families much less fortunate than them. 
The enthusiasm and participation of these children was a 
blessing to see.  Illona, thank you for being such a special friend 
and partner to SA Cares for Life. I think you are a great teacher!    
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3. GIFTS DONATION FROM HATFIELD CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Marie Catto and her team arranged for the second year an amazing project.  Each year Hatfield 
Christian Church runs an annual Christmas Gift drive called Stars for Smiles and this enables them to 
make a difference in the lives of orphaned and disadvantaged children over the Christmas season by 
exchanging a star for a smile. Each star contains the name, age and gender of a child. Congregation 
members are encouraged to take one and buy a gift for the child on the star. The star then doubles up 
as a gift tag and is attached to the gift purchased to ensure that it reaches the correct child.  
 
On Wednesday morning the 3rd of December, Rene, Prudence and Tanya 
went to Hatfield Christian Church to collect the 529 presents that were 
collected for the cluster care children between the ages of 3 -12.  
 
Many people at the Church helped to pack the presents into the quantum 
and as they were being packed, Tanya said she thought the presents 
would never end, but they did eventually and fitted in perfectly. The 
quantum was packed to full capacity and we had much fun and laughter 
on the way out to Mabopane as some of the presents fell on top of 
Prudence each time we went around a corner, and this happened quite a 
few times. Once we got to Mabopane all the childcare workers helped us 
and we packed the presents into black bags and then took them into the 
center to sort out according to cluster and Childcare worker.  
 
Wow what a blessing, Tanya said she has never seen so many presents 
in her life. Each present was wrapped beautifully with a specific nametag. 
Tanya spoke to one of the Childcare workers in Garankuwa, who was 
handing out the presents to the children in her cluster. She said to Tanya: 
“This has been the most amazing blessed day of my life, what a 
wonderful experience to see each and every child’s face when receiving 
the present, from tears to amazement to joy and each child was 
extremely thankful.”  
 
Thank you to every member of Hatfield Christian Church, you are the 
best, we appreciate you so much and thank you for “Changing the 
meaning of Christmas for these Children” You definitely exchanged stars for smiles. 
 

4.  Granny Headed Household presents from Hatfield Christian Church 
So many of the children in our Cluster Care program are looked after 
by Granny’s and we call these “Granny Headed Households”. This is 
where the parents of the children have passed away or not involved in 
the children’s lives. This is a difficult task for these special Granny’s 
and Mari Catto from Hatfield Christian Church wanted to honor and 
spoil these very special caregivers. She arranged for and bought 60 
presents for these granny’s, which have been distributed to these 
special ladies. Thank you so much Marie and everybody else who was  
involved in this, what a blessing these presents were to these Granny’s 
that give so much of themselves for their grandchildren and children of 
extended family or friends. These gifts made them feel extremely 
special and blessed. 
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5.   Presents to the Child Care Workers from Sanet Muller 
The Childcare workers also have a much-loved sponsor by the name of 
Sanet Muller. Sanet donates an amount of money each month towards 
the Childcare workers and Tanya has been saving this money up 
through the year. Tanya said it was such a delight to go and buy 
present for each of the thirteen childcare workers. The presents 
included a bracelet from True Vine Creations with a scripture on and a 
gift voucher from Jet so that they can spoil themselves. Sanet, no 
words can express the appreciation towards you for this. Tanya had a 
little party with the workers and is excited to see their faces when they 
are opening their presents. These child care workers give so much of themselves to their work, and 
you Sanet have made it possible for them to receive something back. May you be blessed abundantly. 
 
6.   DONATIONS BY LINDA JEAN JOOS 
This photo only displays one of the 15 boxes that we have received from 
Linda Jean Joos during this year. Linda lives in the USA and sends us the 
most interesting and useful donations for the adults and children in the 
cluster care project. The donations range from toys, clothes, shoes, jewelry 
and whatever else you can mention. Thank you Linda you are a continuous 
blessing to all of us.  
 
7.  GROCERIES DONATION FROM HATFIELD CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
Hatfield Christian School sponsors cluster number 6 in Mabopane and 
they made it their responsibility to help us providing extra groceries for 
these families over the Christmas period. We were again blessed by 
the teachers encouraging and motivating learners to share with others 
less fortunate than themselves. A special word of thanks goes to Carla 
Willis and her grade for her efforts to collect many of these groceries.     
 
A small mountain of grocery bags have already been sorted out and 
packed for the more than 160 families can be seen while Gabby, 
Danny, Lisa and Marcella are packing sweet parcels to be send with to 
the children. 
 
CHRISTMAS PARTIES: 
We once again had many wonderful “chaotic” fun times during our 
annual Christmas parties for all the children in our care.  Thank you 
and enjoy the feedback….  
 
1. MABOPANE  
The Christmas party for the 600 +Mabopane, Garankuwa, Winterveldt, 
Mmakaunyane, as well as the three ELC children was held on the 8th of 
November at the Mabopane Indoor sports centre.  We started preparing 

for this party throughout the year and by the time it 
arrived all was under control. We packed the presents 
at Head office and the Childcare workers in Mabopane 
packed the sweets.  
 
The children arrived in busses, taxi and on foot and it 
were very special to see the busloads of children 
arrive. You could feel the excitement of each child as 
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the waited in their busses to be registered and receive their sweety packs. The theme of the day was 
“having the time of your life” and there is no shadow of doubt that each and every child had the time of 
their life, and went home that night totally exhausted and fulfilled by a day of fun.  

 
There was face painting, 
jumping castles, different 
games and good old 
plain fun. We had 100 
adults helping on the day 
and each and every 

person was put to good use. Each child received a hot dog for lunch as well as a cooldrink and a little 
chocolate and after that each child received a present of a school bag with a toy inside and then it was 
time to go home. As the children were going home the rain came down and we were very thankful that 
it had waited until the end of the party. 

The party was made possible because of many special partners of SA Cares for Life. SA Breweries 
donated all of the hot dogs, some of the sweets as well as the cold drinks, they also had a big group of 
volunteers on the day which were great. SAB is an extremely faithfull partner and we salute you.  
 
Christmas parties and U&SA Cares for Life in the USA are now inseperatable. Three special ladies 
from the USA and Kuwait that came specially for the party and we honour and are so thankful towards  
Brenda, Glenda and Janie for all of their hard work. Another very special gentleman, Brenda’s 
husband, Pratt Cole, made a generous donation towards the Christmas party and it was our light 
shining while preparing everything.  
 
And the list goes on and on of many individuals who gave and helped to make this huge event a 
success.  We received a generous donation from the Spar Ladies Challenge. Spar helps us each year 
and has also become a faithfull partner. Another big thank you goes to the Forever Families group for 
their donation as well as Cadbury for the donation of the little chocolates. 
 
Christmas in Mabopane will never be the same without this day!!! 
 
2. NorSA 
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Riekie was privileged to attend the Christmas party held for the children in Carterville on the 14th of 
November. Brenda, Glenda and Janie worked again until they dropped but the day was not to 
forgotten easily.  

 
3. Eersterus 
On the 6th of December, the ABBASORG group of the ATKV in Eersterus had their annual Christmas 
party for the children in their care. SA Cares for Life contributed towards this party and the photos tell 
the story of a day not to be forgotten  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To all of you who contributed to make this possible, may you be blessed according to God’s 

principle of sowing and reaping. You have sown seeds into this ministry to make all  
these celebrations possible and we pray and trust that God will give you a  

harvest of blessing back into your own businesses and lives. 
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4. Mabopane Staff End Year Function at Morula Sun 28 November 2008 

 
On the 28th of November the Lesedi la Batho staff and 
volunteer year-end function was held at Morula sun, a venue 
in Mabopane and 50 people attended. The party started at 
11 the morning and ended around 6 that evening. 
Everybody was extremely excited about the party 
beforehand The staff party is an ideal opportunity for all the 
staff and volunteers to interact with, spend time with and get 
to know each other better, as this is not always possible 
during the year as everybody works in different sections.  
Each and every person dressed so beautifully if felt as if we 
were at a fashion show 
 
Mr Pule opened the day welcoming everyone and thanking the Lord for the special day and year as 
well as the lunch we enjoyed later. Everyone sang a song together to praise the Lord. Riekie then 
shared with all of the staff and thanked everyone for their hard work during the year as well as 
motivating everybody for 2009. It was then time for the special nomination that every one participated 
in. Prudence Madisha received the award for Leadership for the year according to the life of 
Paul. Liesbet received the award for New Projects according to the life of Solomon and everybody 
was very happy for them. And then it was time for the gifts, every staff member and volunteer received 
a gift which caused mass excitement.  We then enjoyed a delicious lunch together. 
 

Then the party really started everybody enjoyed themselves 
chatting, dancing and having fun. It was a great way to end off 
the year until we meet again in 2009 and all said that it was the 
best party ever. 
 
Each and every person at the party really appreciated the day, 
Prudence shared the following “I hope the coming year will bring 
us more joy, more fruits, happy times and all the bad things that 
happened just stay in 2008 for good. SA Cares we love you – 
this is the message from all the staff that attended Staff End 
Year Function. 

 
CELEBRATING THE BIRTH OF PULE AND ZININGI’S DAUGHTER 

 
Pule & Ziningi Pule’s daughter was born on the 3rd 
of December at 08h08, she weighed 2.8 kg and was 
born at Femina Hospital.  
 
They have named her Moleme Queen Pule. Moleme 
means goodness. 
 

Pule is our manager at Lesedi La Batho and we celebrate with him and his wife about this precious 
child God has added to their family.  We believe she will bring them much joy in the years to come.  
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As we are now approaching our summer holidays and the festive time of celebrating the birth 
of our saviour, we wish you all a happy and relaxed time with family and friends. 

 
As we enter into a new year, may you experience God’s blessings, guidance and provision  

on everything to put your hand to and may  
2009 be the year where we all will experience the fullness of joy  

in the reality of walking with Jesus every day.  
 
Blessings to all,  
Riekie  


